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It is an annoying to ran around, upstairs/downstairs, servicing your 

own house PC network. Piecemeal! It is not so hard if you have set of 

programs to help you handle things remotely. About 5 years ago I had 

used rudimentary but workable remote viewer. But the expected up-

dates have not materialized. When I saw the Remote Utilities, I decid-

ed to take a look. The Remote Utilities more then fit the bill! Everyone 

should use at leas the Remote Access to get a control of and handle 

routine chores from one PC, instead getting dizzy traveling up and 

down the floors of the house, or if you are an apartment dweller, stash 

your skateboard. You can download the Remote Utilities (The Swiss 

Army Knife of Remote Computing) from the website, full package is 

(12.9 MB).  

http://www.remoteutilities.com/download/ 

There are separate modules available: 

Viewer  (.msi, 8.6MB) ,   Host   (.msi, 6.4MB),    Agent (.msi, 3.9MB) 

Portable Viewer  (.zip, 9.5MB)  which you can run from a USB  stick, 

Own Server  (.msi, 2.8MB) ñFree firewall bypass server for you to 

install on your premises.ò 

There is a lot more information at the website, including tutorials and 

PDF help files. Let me quote the website : 

 

ñRemote Utilities is remote access software that enables quick and 

secure access to remote desktops. The remote computer can be down 

the hall in your local network or on the other side of the globe. Remote 

Utilities provides the best remote access in any situation. Full Control 

(Continued on page 2) 
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and View Full Control and View mode is the most often used connec-

tion mode. In this mode, you can view the remote screen and send key-

board and mouse inputs to the remote PC. Thanks to its own unique 

remote screen capture technology, Remote Utilities is one of the fastest 

programs in the remote access software industry.ò 

   

Try this bag of utilities, you will like it.  PJK 

(Continued from page 1) From Nirsoft : 2 utilities good to download. 

ñAppCrashView is a small utility for Windows Vista and Windows 7 

that displays the details of all application crashes occurred in your sys-

tem.   From http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/app_crash_view.html 

Download is only 41.2 KB. 

ñBlueScreenView scans all your minidump files created during 'blue 

screen of death' crashes, and displays the information about all crashes 

in one table. For each crash, BlueScreenView displays the minidump 

filename, the date/time of the crash, the basic crash information dis-

played in the blue screen (Bug Check Code and 4 parameters), and the 

details of the driver or module that possibly caused the crash (filename, 

product name, file description, and file version). 

For each crash displayed in the upper pane, you can view the details of 

the device drivers loaded during the crash in the lower pane. 

BlueScreenView also mark the drivers that their addresses found in the 

crash stack, so you can easily locate the suspected drivers that possibly 

caused the crash. The bluescreenview_setup.exe is only 128 KB.  

Download it from  http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/app_crash_view.html 
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the end of the story 

 

WinPatrol and WinPatrolToGo 
By Pavel J. Konecny  

Exec. VP, Editor PACC PACC TALK 

Pittsburgh Area Computer Club 

pacccomm@aol.com 

 

Iôve had the free version of WinPatrol since 1997. It is the perfect 

watch dog (included) for your computer. And  it still has no rival for 

what it does. No need for me to expound on it.  

Let the WinPatrol website at:  http://www.winpatrol.com/  do itò 

 

 WinPatrol takes snapshot of your critical system resources and alerts 

you if any changes occur. In 1997, WinPatrol was the first program to 

use a  behavioral approach to detecting Zero-Day attacks and infiltra-

tions of your computing environment. WinPatrol continues to add first 

of its kind features and is the most powerful system monitor with the 

smallest memory footprint. éé.ò 

ñWinPatrol's simple tabbed interface allows you to explore deep inside 

your computer without needing to be a Windows registry expert.  Our 

FREE WinPatrol provides the functionality of multiple utilities and 

runs well with popular cybersecurity or traditional Anto-Virus protec-

tions.ò    

You can download the free version of WinPatrol 2012 (865 KB) from 

http://www.winpatrol.com/download.html 
 

There is also WinPatrolToGo  -  portable version, only 614 KB at: 

http://www.winpatroltogo.com/ 

They also offer no less then 25 foreign language versions.  

Quoting the WinPatrol website and it is a mouthful, in positive way: 

 

ñA one-time upgrade to WinPatrol PLUS means you never have to 

pay again for all the premium PLUS features. Your computer will 

actually run faster than when it was new or you'll get a full refund.  

Your PLUS purchase helps continue the development of WinPatrol 

allowing us to tell toolbar company's where they can stick it. When 

you click download you'll get WinPatrol and no crapware surprises. 

 WinPatrol PLUS Lifetime License   $29.95  

One User  /  Unlimited Computers 

      Super Lifetme Family Pack   $49.95  

Unlimited use by Immediate Family Unlimited Computers including 

future household purchases  ( Even kids away at school ) 

WinPatrol works its best under Windows 7 but is still the world's most 

optimized monitor for Windows XP & Vista systems.  

WinPatrol PLUS is an investment where you can't lose!  One Time fee 

includes for ALL future WinPatrol versions. No Hidden or Reoccur-

ring Subscription Fees. Single License valid on all your personal desk-

tops and laptops! No Toolbars or other unwanted software. WinPatrol 

PLUS is quicker and faster. éò 

 

Facebookôs Privacy Policy 
By Constance Brown, President,  

Canton Alliance Massillon User Group, Ohio 

March 2012 issue, The Memory Map 

http://www.camug.com 

Constanceb (at) camug.com 

 

Did you know that Facebookôs privacy policy is more than 1300 

words longer than the United States Constitution without the amend-

ments? *That Facebook had 400 million registered users in May of 

2010, half of whom login daily? That Facebook has ** 800 million 

users as of February 2012? That people spend more than 500 billion 

minutes there each month? How private are your communications on 

Facebook? 

 

It used to be that you set up your privacy policy when you joined Fa-

cebook and could revise it from time to time. Now Facebook ñhas 

revised its privacy policy to require users to opt out if they wish to 

keep information private, making most of that information public by 

default. Some personal data is now being shared with third-party Web 

sites.ò 

 

If you want to protect your privacy on Facebook, you have to engage a 

lot of buttons and select many controls. The new privacy policy itself 

is *45000 words long. To enjoy privacy you will need to press 50 

buttons and make 170 selections. Not exactly easy and certainly time 

consuming. You will have to make sure to select to show information 

only ñto meò or ñto friends.ò You will not want to share with ñfriends 

of friends.ò 

 

ñUnder the Account Settings option, in the Facebook Ads tab, two 

options are automatically turned on to share some information with 

advertising networks and friends. Anyone who wants to keep this 

information private must uncheck the boxes in that tab. 

 

ñFacebook has also added a feature, called community pages, which 

automatically links personal data, like hometown or university, to 

topic pages for that town or university. The only way to disappear 

from those topic pages is to delete personal data from  Facebook.ò 

 

**ñFacebook does not sell userôs information. They provide targeted 

advertisement.  From Richard Allan, Facebook policy director. 

 

ñQ. Do you ever think of selling any user information thatôs held in 

facebook? [sic] 

ñA. Noé Facebook has a business model. We looked at it and there 

are three ways you can run a service like ours. 

 

ñYou could charge people subscriptions. And we decided early on, we 

didnôt want to do that and we never will. That weôre not going to 

charge people to subscribe to the service. 

 

ñThe second way would be to sell data. And we looked at that and said 

thatôs not a very good business model because nobody will trust you. 

 

ñSo the third way is to show people advertising. So they can use the 

service freely, but they get ads on the page. And thatôs what we do. 

Those ads are targeted according to your age, interest, where you 

liveé but the advertiser doesnôt get the data. They get to show the ad 

to you. 

 

ñRichard Allan is a former Liberal Democrat MP, a UK political party 

with a position of cultural liberalism and civil liberty. Now he works 

for Facebook, which is at the centre of a contentious debate on what 

(Continued on page 4) 
the end of the story 



4 

 
role sites of its ilk play in free expression and free speech. 

 

*May 2010 New York Times  

**Britcoinmedia 

 

 

 

Closing the door on Facebook 
By Linda Gonse, Editor/Webmaster,  

ORCOPUG (Orange County PCUG), California 

April 2012 issue, Nibbles ón Bits 

www.orcopug.org 

editor (at) orcopug.org 

 

So, you have been reading about more privacy concerns in Facebook. 

You have decided to close your account. But, unless you are aware of 

what this means and how to go about it, you may not actually close the 

account.  

 

You should be aware, too, that you are not going to erase your exist-

ence in Facebook when you do close your account. Some people have 

the mistaken idea that after quitting Facebook their data will get old 

and vanish.  

 

Know the facts. Familiarize yourself with Facebookôs policies before 

you take steps to end your relationship. 

 

There are two methods of closing a Facebook account. You can either 

deactivate your account or you can delete it. If you deactivate it, your 

account is closed immediately. Your information is saved as you left it 

in the event that you may want to return to it someday. 

 

Whatôs more, if you log into Facebook within 14 days of deactivating 

your account, it is automatically reactivated!  

 

Deletion is another thing. Not so easy.  

 

What does Facebook say about deleting the account? 

 

If you do not think you will use Facebook again and would like your 

account deleted, keep in mind that you will not be able to reactivate 

your account or retrieve any of the content or information you have 

added. If you would like your account permanently deleted with no 

option for recovery, log in to your account and then submit your re-

quest here.  

 

Prior to taking this option, you should delete any information you 

wouldnôt be comfortable leaving behind.  Note, too, that you are only 

submitting a request. The request goes into the system where it is re-

garded as a pending deletion request. Then what happens? 

 

Once you have submitted a request to permanently delete your ac-

count, no further action is required on your end. Our system delays the 

deletion process in case you change your mind and no longer want to 

permanently delete your account. Note that logging in to your account 

again will undo a pending deletion request.  

 

Once your account is permanently deleted, there is no way to undo 

this action. You will not be able to reactivate the account or retrieve 

any of the content or information you have added to it.  

(Source page: http://on.fb.me/HiYHzI) 

 

Youôll note that it does not say how long the deletion process is de-

layed, only that it will be.  

 

(Continued from page 3) Eventually, the account gets deleted. But, what actually happens when 

your account is permanently deleted? Hereôs what Facebook says. 

(The emphasis is mine.) 

 

Å You will not be able to regain access to your account again. (This 

should not be a surprise. That is the idea, right?) 

 

Å MOST personally identifiable information associated with it is 

removed from our database. This includes information like your email 

address, mailing address, and IM screen name. SOME personally 

identifiable information MAY REMAIN, such as your name if you 

sent a message to someone else. 

 

Å Copies of SOME material (photos, notes, etc.) MAY REMAIN in 

our servers for technical reasons, but this material is disassociated 

from any personal identifiers and completely inaccessible to other 

people using Facebook. (Source page: http://on.fb.me/HE95ab) 

 

Armed with this information and lowered expectations, you are now 

ready to close the door on Facebook. 

 

 

 

Make Hard to Break,  

Yet Easy to Remember Passwords  
By Doris Collins, Member, ccOKC  

(Computer Club of Oklahoma City) 

May 2012 Issue, eMonitor 

www.ccokc.org     DJCollins1122 (at) aol.com 

 

We all know that simple passwords are dangerous. If you're using any 

of the following for passwords (or forms thereof), you probably aren't 

as secure as you think:   Names of Pets, Birth date, Last 4 digits of 

your SS#, Kid's Names, Grandkid's Names, Parent's Names, Address-

es, Phone Numbers, The word Password 

 

Did I catch you? Well, it gets even worse! 

 

Even if you're not using any of the above, but are still using simple 

words (like car, bike, etc.) for your passwords, youôre accounts are 

still pretty easy to break into. Now, a better password looks more like 

this:  

ks86jw03ts92ctb02   

 

Although some would argue that it's not better than what most people 

have been using thus far. Yeah, yeah, I know what you're thinking, 

"How the heck am I supposed to remember that thing? It's 17 random 

letters and numbers!" Read on. That password is as easy to remember 

as any other - if you understand how it was constructed:     

 

It's based on a fictitious Smith family with a daughter named Kelly 

and a son named Tyler. They have a 2003 Jeep Wrangler and an 02 

Chevy Trail Blazer. Now, let's take those facts and look at the pass-

word again:  

 

ks - Kelly Smith, born in 1986 

jw03 - Jeep Wrangler, 2003 model 

ts92 - Tyler Smith, born in1992 

ctb02 - You guessed it, Chevy Trail Blazer 

2002 model year 

 

I simply took the first initials of everyone and everything involved, 

then the year they were born (or built). It's a lot tougher to guess a 

password like that, but still very easy to remember. 

the end of the story 

the end of the story 

the end of the story 
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the end of the story 

 

Managing the ñAutosò  

in MS Office 2007/2010  
By Nancy DeMarte,  

Regular Columnist (Office Talk),  

Sarasota PCUG, Florida 

February 2012 issue, Sarasota PC Monitor 

www.spcug.org 

ndemarte (at) Verizon.net 

 

 

I canôt count the number of times I have begun a list in a Word docu-

ment by typing ñ1,ò only to look up to find that my 1 is now indented 

by a quarter inch and the text by a half inch, which was not what I 

wanted.  I was experiencing the frustration sometimes caused by a 

feature of Microsoft Office programs called AutoCorrect.  First, let me 

say that I am a big fan of the automatic editing and formatting con-

cept. MS developers spent a lot of time interviewing users about their 

most common errors. Then, to make the programs more efficient, they 

added to Word, Excel, and PowerPoint a feature that makes these 

corrections while the user is typing. In some cases, however, when the 

automatic correction is not what I intend, I lose time undoing it. 

Therefore, early in my Office experience, I learned how to customize 

the ñAutosò to my needs.  

 

 

AutoCorrect and Auto Format 

 

If you want to see what AutoCorrect and AutoFormat actually control 

in Word, click the Office button, and then Word Options. (File tab, 

then Options in Word 2010). Next click Proofing in the left pane, fol-

lowed by the AutoCorrect Options button.  

 

This window has 5 tabs at the top. Exploring the content of each one 

will give you a good sense of what can be auto-corrected or formatted. 

You can adjust the checkboxes to create the auto corrections that fit 

your style. Here are my five favorite options, which I always keep 

checked: 

 

1. ñCorrect the accidental use of the cAPS lOCK keyò tops the list. 

Itôs too easy to hit that Caps Lock key without noticing it until a 

whole paragraph has been typed. (AutoCorrect tab) 

2. ñReplace text as you typeò gives you access to the extensive list 

of commonly misspelled words and other typical errors, along 

with their corrections. For example, if you type ñtehò for ñtheò, it 

is automatically corrected. You can use the list as is, delete items, 

or add your own typical misspellings with the correct ones. 

(AutoCorrect tab) 

3. ñReplace fractions (1/2) with fraction character -- İò and 

ñReplace ordinals (1st) with superscripts (1st)ò make a document 

look more professional in an instant. (AutoFormat tab) 

4. ñAllow text to be dragged and droppedò is a feature that many 

Office users are not aware of. You can move small groups of text 

from one place to another on a page by simply selecting the text, 

placing the mouse pointer anywhere in the selected area, and 

holding the mouse button down for a second or two until a small 

dotted rectangle appears near the mouse pointer. Without letting 

go of the mouse button, drag the text to its new location. When a 

vertical dotted line shows you where it will appear, let go of the 

button. This is the quick alternative to cut and paste. (Word Op-

tions --- Advanced) 

 

5. ñShow Tooltips on hoverò gives you immediate definitions for 

command buttons by merely moving the mouse pointer over the 

item and reading the information that appears. (Word Options ï 

Display) 

 

Here are my five least favorite Auto options, which I keep un-

checked: 

 

1. ñCapitalize first letters of table cellsò is an option I donôt want 

because I use tables for so many different purposes.         

(AutoCorrect tab) 

 

2. ñ(Replace) Internet and network paths with hyperlinksò is good 

idea, but I often include a website or email address in a document 

with no intention of having it linked to the web. (AutoFormat and 

AutoFormat As You Type tabs ï uncheck both) 

 

3. ñ(Apply) automatic numbered listsò addresses the situation I 

mentioned in the first paragraph. If I am creating a numbered list, 

I may want to put my numbers at the left margin to save space, 

rather than have them indented. (AutoFormat As You Type tab) 

 

4. ñUse Insert key to use overtype modeò is one of my most annoy-

ing features of Word. Overtype mode means that to change a 

group of text, you merely type new text starting where the old 

text begins; the new replaces the old. But because the Insert key 

in located just above the Delete key on the keyboard, it is often 

pressed accidentally, engaging overtype mode. The next words 

typed will overwrite whatever is ahead of them. You can see the 

problem. (Word Options ï Advanced) 

 

5. ñAutomatically create drawing canvas when inserting Auto 

shapesò can cause a lot of frustration. The drawing canvas, intro-

duced in Office 2003, allows you to keep shapes together in com-

plex diagrams. It turned out to be hard to control, however, and in 

2007 was relegated to optional status. (Word Options ï Ad-

vanced) 

 

 

AutoRecover 

 

Before you leave Word Options, click Save in the left pane. Here, in 

the Save Documents area, you will find several options which you can 

edit to your preferences. Here are the two most important: 

 

¶ ñSave files in this format.ò ï The default choice here is .docx, 

which is the file type for Word 2007 and 2010 documents. If you 

normally save your documents as the Word 2003 or earlier file 

type, .doc, then this is the place to set the file format so it will 

affect all future documents except those you change manually.  

Click the down arrow to get the list and choose .doc. 

 

¶ ñSave AutoRecover information every 10 mins.ò -- In Word, 

Excel, and PowerPoint 2007 and 2010, your work is automatical-

ly saved periodically to protect it in case of an unexpected power 

outage or other disruption. The default is 10 minutes, but you can 

lessen or increase the time between saves. A shorter time keeps 

your files safer, but might slow down the programôs response 

time. A better solution might be to save work manually after you 

complete important sections using the keystroke shortcut, Ctrl+S. 

 

 

The ñAutosò can be very useful as long as you set them up to match 

your style. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the end of the story 
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the end of the story 

 

Software Review: Microsoft OneNote,  

an All-Purpose Planner 
By Nancy DeMarte,  

Regular Columnist (Office Talk),  

Sarasota PCUG, Florida 

May 2012 issue, Sarasota PC Monitor 

www.spcug.org 

ndemarte (at) Verizon.net 

 

 

If you purchased a recent home version of MS Office, which includes 

the programs, Word, Excel, and PowerPoint, you also got a lesser 

known program called OneNote (file extension .one). OneNote was 

created in 2002, and has been a part of some versions of the Office 

suite since Office 2003.  It was, however, a long time before I even 

opened this program. It was described as being good for ñnote-keeping 

and sharing,ò which werenôt activities I commonly did on my comput-

er.  It was only recently that I decided to find out what OneNote was 

all about. I was pleasantly surprised. Read on to find out why. 

 

 

Adding Information to a Notebook 

 

OneNote lets you create notes, gather information, and organize it all 

using a simple system modeled after a ring binder. You open a new 

Notebook, add Sections, indicated by tabs, and insert Pages within the 

sections. You can type notes anywhere on a page. Each ónoteô will be 

in its own ñnote container,ò somewhat like a text box, which you can 

move, resize or merge with other notes. This basic feature makes the 

program popular with college students who use it to take lecture notes. 

You can also add items from the web or files from your computer. To 

capture a portion of a web page, for example, you highlight the sec-

tion, click óInsert Screen Clipping,ô and the web section appears on the 

OneNote page. Besides text, you can copy and paste photos, drawings, 

or any file from your computer such as a document or spreadsheet. 

PowerPoint slide shows appear as printouts. You can create audio or 

video recordings of meetings or interviews directly in OneNote. One 

Note saves your work continuously and automatically so nothing is 

lost. It also keeps a backup copy on your computer or online. 

 

 

Organizing a Notebook 

 

OneNote gives the user many options for organizing notebooks. These 

range from practically random to highly structured layouts. You can 

expand the page size, add, rename, and reorganize pages any time. 

Page and whole notebook templates are available at the MS website to 

help with layout of the OneNote content. Just looking through the 

templates gave me ideas on uses for One Note. Interesting template 

topics I found included landscape planning, preparing for a residential 

move, a family reunion organizer, and a cookbook. Practical page 

designs included address and phone lists, to-do lists, and a health his-

tory chart. Just like in Word, you can design your own notebook lay-

out and save it as a template. 

 

To find out how OneNote works, I decided to use it to plan a fall 

cruise/land tour vacation in the New England ï Eastern Canada re-

gion. First I opened OneNote and displayed the Ribbon by clicking the 

small arrow next to the Help icon. The ribbon is not displayed by de-

fault, but contains all the commands and editing tools. Then I opened a 

new Notebook (File ï New) and named it Canadian Cruise. Once I 

recognized that the Tabs along the top of the notebook indicated Sec-

tions and that I could name them and add as many pages as I wanted, I 

created a few section Tabs to get started: Cruise Itineraries, Land 

Tours, Budget, and a To Do List complete with checkboxes to keep 

track of my planning tasks.  

 

In the Cruise Itineraries section, I created three pages. On my Cruise 

Lines page, I added my favorite cruise lines with contact information 

and website addresses, each which appears as a hyperlink. Pressing the 

Tab key after each bit of information automatically creates a table. 

Pressing Enter adds a new row. On the Ports to Visit page, I listed 

those stops we wanted to make, knowing I could add more detail later.  

My last page, Itineraries, was my first experiment in gathering re-

search material into OneNote. Using Insert ï Screen Clipping, I cap-

tured a specific itinerary offered by Norwegian Cruise Lines which 

listed dates, times, ports, and a map of the trip. I typed a few notes to 

accompany this snip, such as the cost of a balcony cabin, and dragged 

them onto a corner of the map. Then I added a larger map of the New 

England and Canadian Maritimes area from Google Maps.  I did the 

same sort of captures for two other cruise lines and pasted them in 

below the first. I noticed that my pages expanded as needed.  

 

 

Sharing a Notebook 

 

At this point I decided to share my Notebook with our Kentucky 

friends who often travel with us and might be enticed to accompany us 

on this trip. I logged in to my SkyDrive page (skydrive.live.com), the 

Microsoft cloud storage location. I also have a copy of this notebook 

saved on my computer. (Another option for sharing would have been 

Dropbox, a free program for file-sharing.) My friends already have 

access to one folder on my SkyDrive site so adding a new folder was 

easy. I uploaded my Canadian Cruise OneNote notebook to SkyDrive, 

adjusted the permissions to let my friends view it, and then notified 

them by email. It is also possible in OneNote 2010 to create shared 

notebooks which can be edited by more than one person at the same 

time. I saved that for another day. 

  

My final step was to add the free OneNote app to my iPad so I could 

synchronize my work between devices. OneNote has free apps for 

many mobile devices, including Android cell phones and tablets as 

well as iPhones, iPads, and Windows phones. It can be synchronized 

across devices ï PCôs, laptops, and mobiles ï using Live Mesh, a free 

syncing program from Microsoft. If you donôt have MS Office, the 

stand alone OneNote program can be purchased from Microsoft for 

about $80. If you do own MS Office, certainly try OneNote. It is easy 

to learn and amazingly flexible. 

 

  

 

 

the end of the story 
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Book Review  

Mastering Landscape Photography:  

Learn By Video 
By Mark Mattson, Editor, Computer Users of Erie, PA 

June 2012 issue, Horizons 

www.cuerie.com 

cuerie1 (at) verizon.net 

 

 

This was somewhat of a different book review than all the others.  Not 

only is it a book, it is also a complete video workshop on  a DVD. 

 

The book itself is a 28 page supplement to the DVD training videos. It 

presents supplemental materials that enhance the learning experience 

of the DVD. There is also a Glossary of terms at the end to clarify 

anything you may not be sure of. 

 

The DVD is actually the star of this package. Produced by Austrian-

based Video2Brain, it is one of their newest offerings in their series of 

training packages (release date of this title is December 31, 2011). 

 

Your instructor for the video lessons is noted landscape photographer 

Phil Hawkins, who has shot many stunning images in and around the 

Yosemite area, as well as other subjects during his career (you can 

check his website at http://philhawkinsphoto.com/ ). 

 

The workshop is comprised of four hours of High Definition video, all 

of which are accessed via the software player developed to make your 

learning experience smooth and seamless. 

 

When you first open the DVD, you are presented with the user inter-

face, which looks like this: 

   

On the left side of the screen is the navigation area, where you can 

launch specific sections of the training, or choose to play all the videos 

in sequence. The central area is the video playback window, while the 

right side contains links to supplemental items. 

 

The video quality is excellent, with saturated colors and high produc-

tion standards throughout. You can choose to view the videos in the 

small window, but use the full screen viewéyou can lose yourself in 

the view, and almost think youôre on location. 

 

The lessons are divided into three main sections: 

 

1.  Before You Go Out 

2.  Capturing the Scene 

3.  Post Processing 

 

The first section covers the basics needed for successful landscape 

photography. Phil covers such details as choosing a good tripod, set-

ting you camera for the best quality images, choosing the best lenses, 

and other vital information. 

 

Capturing the Scene will teach you how to photograph for the best 

quality images. Topics covered in this section include how to read the 

histogram, exposure considerations, panoramic image capture, and 

others. 

 

The final section, Post Processing, presents information on processing 

your images to further increase the quality of your captures. Here you 

will learn how to process your RAW files, workflow basics, and other 

topics.  

 

You will even learn how to process images for HDR. The key word to 

most of the processes covered here is that less is better. That is why 

you want to get it as close to a finished look in the camera when 

shooting your photos.  Thus the need to view the entire disc, paying 

attention to all sections, particularly the first two. The less processing 

you need to do on your images to achieve the final print, the better. 

 

Each section also contains a short Test Yourself section, where you 

can test your knowledge on what youôve learned in each section. 

 

Another advantage the interface gives you is the ability to bookmark 

sections of the disc you want to refer to at later times. Thus you can 

refer to sections of the disc you enjoy most, without having to search 

for them. 

 

Mastering Landscape Photography: Learn By Video is available direct 

from the publisher, Peachpit for $27.99. As a member of CUE, you 

are eligible for the usual 35% discount when you buy from them (this 

brings it down to $18.19).  

 

This is lower than what Amazon.com charges, so you can save your-

self about $8 when buying from Peachpit. Go to www.peachpit.com 

to purchase. 

 

Is this video worth the purchase? Definitely, especially if you are 

hooked on landscape photography, either as a hobby, or a way to 

make an income. The techniques and information presented are well 

worth the purchase price, and give you a solid basis to build upon in 

the future, as your skills improve and grow. 

 

Even though the author lives in the western US (California), the infor-

mation would apply just as well to anywhere in the world. True, cer-

tain locales would require some adaptations or modifications to what 

is presented here (such as shooting techniques for snowy locations), 

but you would learn those by experience and growing your knowledge 

over time. 

 

If you want to learn  

landscape photography, 

this is an excellent place 

to start your journey. 

 

 

the end of the story 


