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Windows SIG 
 

SIW - System Information for Windows  

ñSIW utility written by Gabriel Topala "displays detailed specs for 

motherboard, BIOS, CPU, devices, memory, video, disk drives, ports, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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printers, operating system, installed programs, processes, services, serial 

numbers (CD keys), users, open files, system uptime, network, network 

shares, as well as real-time monitors for CPU, memory, page file usage 

and network traffic. It also displays currently active network connec-

tions, passwords hidden behind asterisks, installed codecs, and more." 

That's impressive enough for a freebie but my favorite feature is SIW 

does not need installing; all you need to do is run the executable. This 

means one less installed program on your PC as well the fact that you 

can run the program directly from a USB flash drive.ò 

  

Download it from:  

http://www.softpedia.com/get/PORTABLE-SOFTWARE/System/

System-Enhancements/Portable-SIW-Free.shtml  

File size  -  1,909 KB 

 

 

 

HWiNFO 

(Hardware Windows Information) 

 

ñHWiNFO is an excellent system profiler that provides in-depth hard-

ware information for Windows and the new top pick in the category. 

The program is portable and frequently updated and can be used by 

beginners and power users alike. HWiNFO greets you with 2 windows 

on startup: A nifty System Summary window that immediately makes 

available the most important details regarding our system and a Detailed 

Information window for pretty much every single piece of hardware 

bundled in the system. All components are organized in a tree view that 

provides easy to read reports for every item. The interface is extremely 

customizable providing variety of options.ò  

 

It comes in five flavors:    

 

HWiNFO32 v4.42   for Windows (32/64-bit)   

HWiNFO32 v4.42   for Windows (32/64-bit)  portable 

 

HWiNFO64 v4.42   for Windows (Native 64-bit) 

HWiNFO64 v4.42   for Windows (Native 64-bit)  portable 

 

HWiNFO v5.5.5   for DOS  portable 

 

You can download each version from:  

 

http://www.hwinfo.com/download.php 

 

There are also 12 Add-ons available for download from: 

 

http://www.hwinfo.com/addons.php 

 

(Continued from page 1)  

PDF-XChange Viewer 

 

ñThe No.1 rated BEST PDF Reader - as voted by Life Hacker Readers 

by a 2-1 margin for the 2nd year in a row! ñ 

 

ñThose wishing to View/Modify or perform simple editing and even 

OCR Image based PDF files on their Windows PC's now have a FREE 

pdf reader alternative to the Adobe Reader! The PDF-XChange View-

er is smaller, faster and more feature rich than any other FREE PDF 

Reader/ PDF Viewer/ PDF Editor available. This free pdf viewer down-

load also allows users to try the extended functionality offered by 

the PDF-XChange Viewer 'PRO' in evaluation mode - for free. No PDF 

reader or Viewer offers more features than PDF-XChange - or does so 

without compromising performance and quality, checkout the feature 

list below and save $100's in unnecessary expenditure on your 

PDF software today. Also included are the very powerful PDF-

XChange Shell Extensions and iFilter.ò 

 

ñIf you are a Home or Academic user - for a limited time we are offer-

ing PDF-XChange Lite 2012 for FREE - no strings or catches, the only 

restriction being you must not use for business or commercial use in any 

way - so now all home users/students have access to a truly robust, 

'industrial' strength PDF creation tool, for use with any Windows appli-

cation - just open a document and 'Print' to PDF-XChange Lite to create 

your own Adobe compatible PDF documents! No other purchase nec-

cessary.ò    

Download it from:  

 

http://www.tracker-software.com/PDFX5SA_LE_H.zip  - 70 G 

or 

 http://www.tracker-software.com/free_lite_home.html  - 17 G 

 

 

the end of the story 

the end of the story the end of the story 
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the end of the story 

 

I Want It Now! 
By Greg Skalka, President,  

Under the Computer Hood User Group, CA 

February 2014 Issue, Drive Light 

www.uchug.org 

president (at) uchug.org 

 

 

This may sound like the utterance of a tantrum-happy young child, but 

it also seems to be the mantra of the modern computer and technology 

user. Our popular culture today is all about instant gratification, and 

this is spilling over into our technology. Everyone wants instant access 

to information, communications, finance and commerce wherever they 

are and no matter what they are doing. While this is a rather tall order, 

tech companies are doing their best to grant us this wish. We are get-

ting more connected and interconnected all the time. While this can 

provide great benefits, increasing our knowledge and security and 

saving us time and money, it can also be detrimental to us in many of 

the same ways. Are we trading away important aspects of our lives 

like privacy and individuality for speed and convenience? 

 

The engine that drives all the increases in convenience in our lives is 

the Internet. Computers and tablets are powerful devices but are of 

relatively little use if not connected to the Internet. The Internet is the 

connection medium through which all our modern communications 

and access to information flow.  

 

The telecommunication (phone) system was once the most powerful 

and far-reaching network in the world, but its demotion can be seen in 

the low percentage of time that the typical smart phone user spends in 

voice calls. The average smart phone is now being used mostly to 

check email, monitor social media, play games and provide directions, 

functions which utilize the Internet. Our desire for increased connect-

edness and higher connection speeds continues to be met by our ser-

vice providers, be they cable, telecom or cellular. The promises of 

online conveniences like streaming entertainment, security camera 

monitoring and video conferencing cannot be met without broadband 

Internet connections that are always live.  

 

Remember the days when you had to wait until the home phone line 

was free so you could use your modem to make your dial-up Internet 

connection? A down or even slow connection is now exasperating to 

the individual and death to a business. Today almost anyone in the 

United States can have a broadband connection. Cable companies 

have upgraded their systems, the phone companies have added fiber 

and the cellular providers have upped their ñGôsò or generations in 

data networking capabilities. Even those living off the beaten path in 

rural areas outside the reach of cable can get broadband through satel-

lite connections, using technology developed by our local company, 

ViaSat. All this capability comes at a price, however. 

 

Naturally users were not satisfied to be connected only at home, so our 

tech industry gave us laptops to travel with. We wanted more portabil-

ity, so they gave us Wi-Fi, tablets and smartphones. All this new stuff 

meant we had to buy more hardware (often of multiple kinds for mul-

tiple needs) and probably also get a cellular data plan. Now most con-

nected folks pay around $100 combined for home broadband and cel-

lular data, and even more for a family. Though connection speeds 

keep increasing, so too do rates for service. Comcast buying Time 

Warner Cable canôt be good for consumer costs. And we in this coun-

try pay more and get less bandwidth than a lot of other countries. 

Some countries may not have good water or sewer systems, but even 

the poor there have cell phones and five bars. We are getting Google 

Fiber in an additional 34 major U.S. cities soon, however (but still not 

in San Diego; I want it now!). 

 

We couldnôt get online while onboard, so the airlines are rolling out 

more in-flight Internet access (for a price). Google knew weôd find 

tablets and smartphones were not convenient enough, so they devel-

oped Google Glasses, and others are working on their own wearable 

computing devices. Our homes and appliances will soon be connected 

to the Internet (the IoT, or Internet of Things), so we can monitor our 

homes remotely and have our fridge tell us when we are low on milk. 

What these new devices will cost us in privacy and other social and 

civil issues is yet to be determined. 

 

We wanted instant access to our money and finances, and so the banks 

gave it to us. Now we can get cash anytime from an ATM machine, 

make purchases without cash by using credit or debit cards and get 

instant access to our account information at any time. If we want to 

deposit a check right now, we donôt even have to drive to a bank 

branch or ATM. We can now just take a photo of the check with our 

smart phone and deposit it through a banking app. 

 

With all of our financial information available online, it was just a 

matter of time before criminal elements took notice. Now you have to 

protect and remember lots of unique and complex passwords for all 

the banking, e-commerce and other online accounts you use, so you 

can keep your money and identity safe. Unfortunately it is not only in 

your hands to protect.  

 

Financial institutions and merchants that store your information on 

their computers can be targets for data theft. There is a lot the institu-

tions could do to increase security, like multi-factor authentication and 

smart chip credit cards, but these things cost money. A few things they 

have been doing to help prevent fraud are useful but put the onus on 

the account holder. Most bank and credit card companies encourage 

their customers to set up alerts on their accounts to help flag suspi-

cious transactions. I have set these up on my accounts and find them 

very useful. 

 

I have my credit cards alert me, through an email and/or a text mes-

sage, when a purchase is made without the card being presented to the 

merchant, as in an online purchase. This can help alert you to fraudu-

lent account activity as soon as it happens. My Visa card is set up to 

send me an alert when a gas pump purchase is made. I use this card 

often at a particular low-cost gas station and am amazed at how quick-

ly I am notified. After I swipe my card, enter my zip code and press 

the Enter button on the pump, I canôt count to five before I feel my 

cell phone vibrating in my pocket with a text informing me of the 

transaction and location. That is pretty cool! 

 

When we want to purchase something, we want it now. E-commerce 

has allowed the shopper to buy a much wider array of products online 

than is typically available in neighborhood stores, often at much lower 

prices. The one advantage for brick and mortar stores is the instant 

gratification of walking out with your purchase. Online merchants are 

working hard to minimize delivery time, offering one or two-day de-

livery for a premium. Amazonôs Prime service provides two-day de-

livery for many items for an annual subscription fee. Amazon knows 

we want even more and is looking at using predictive algorithms to 

pre-position products you are likely to purchase in local warehouses 

and is even working on 30-minute delivery of small items by autono-

mous flying quadcopters. I canôt wait (but Iôll bet it wonôt be cheap). 

 

Taco Bell is working to fulfill our desire for fast food right now. They 

plan to introduce a mobile ordering system later this year. Through 

their mobile app, already tested in five locations in Orange County, 

customers can place an order with the closest Taco Bell location and 

pay through their phone with credit or gift cards. The order can be 

picked up in-store or at the drive-through window, and the app will 

(Continued on page 4) 
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use GPS location to let the store know when the customer is near, so 

the order is ready and freshness is maintained. Iôm not sure I want 

Taco Bell to know how far I am from their restaurants. Other chains 

are working on mobile apps of their own.  

 

There goes more of our privacy in exchange for quick eats. When we 

want to watch a movie, we no longer have to wait to buy or rent a 

DVD (or Blu-ray) or go to a theater. We can watch our entertainment 

streamed to our computer, tablet or smart phone the instant we want it, 

in almost any location we choose. We can easily stay connected with 

our friends through social media like Facebook, allowing us to share 

our activities and see what everyone else is doing. Unfortunately, 

when watching other things happening becomes too convenient, doing 

things yourself can get pushed aside and lots of time can be spent in 

watching the Internet world go by, with little to show for it. 

 

When we miss our far-away loved ones, we can not only speak to 

them, we can also see them, and at reasonable costs. The Internet has 

brought us VoIP, or voice over Internet Protocol, and along with it 

lower rates (often free) for long distance phone calls. Programs like 

Skype provide video calls at reasonable costs. And for those of us that 

canôt wait until the afterlife to converse again with our deceased loved 

ones, a new start-up, Eterni.me, promises to help. Through access to a 

dead personôs online interactions (chat logs, social network infor-

mation, emails), they claim to use artificial intelligence algorithms to 

construct an avatar or virtual person that the living can interact with. It 

could be like online chat with a dead person. To satisfy our need for 

instant interactions with help lines and tech support, companies are 

working on similar avatars with artificial intelligence (even more in-

telligent than Siri). When we need to talk to a person right now, the 

avatar would be there and not even require a salary. It would be good 

if they got to the point where I could not tell if I was talking with a 

person or a machine. It would be bad if they got to the point where I 

could not tell if I was talking with a person or a machine. 

 

All these advances in convenience and quick access come at the cost 

of our data security and privacy. We can get quick answers to all our 

questions, get directions and compare products online, but we must 

realize that the Technology, computers and the Internet will continue 

to try to provide what we want (though perhaps not what we need), as 

long as there is profit in it somewhere for someone. Hopefully we can 

learn to use these advances for the betterment of ourselves and others, 

appreciate them, and not become like spoiled children crying ñI want 

it now!ò 

 

Google and Bing and merchants are all keeping track of what we are 

asking for and about. Seeking online information about sensitive top-

ics or items might create undesirable associations in the data they hold 

about us. And while a lot of tech jobs have been created due to the 

Internet, there have also been some job losses. Just ask the former 

bank tellers, video rental clerks, encyclopedia salespersons and retail 

store workers that lost their jobs due to the effects of the Internet. 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

 

3 Better Ways to Store Your Files  

than On the Desktop  
By Joel Lee, MakeUseOfCom.com,  

May 5, 2014 

http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/3-better-ways-store-files-desktop/ 

http://bit.ly/1iiLU2u  

 

Did you know that storing files directly on your desktop can harm 

your productivity? I used to be one of ñthoseò people who downloaded 

files straight to the desktop. If you can identify with that, then I have 

good news for you: you can do better. Desktop storage is simple, sure, 

but it comes with hidden drawbacks you may not know about. 

 

Kick the bad habit with these alternative file storage methods. They 

may not be as convenient but I promise that youôll learn to love them 

in the long run. 

The urge to save files to the desktop is understandable. It provides 

immediate access with a single click, which means that itôs tempting 

to turn the desktop into a de facto headquarters for storage. But unless 

you are strict with maintenance, youôll eventually succumb to these 

issues: 

¶ No file protection. As noted by PC World, certain directories are 
not affected by System Restore, the most recognizable location 

being My Documents. Files on the desktop are affected by Sys-

tem Restore, which can result in unexpected file disappearances. 

¶ No file backups. Many file backup programs ignore desktop files 
by default. Most programs worth their salt will allow you to 

change the settings and include the desktop if necessary, but all it 

takes is one forgetful moment to accidentally lose an important 

desktop file. 

¶ Clutter, clutter, clutter. The story is always the same. You begin 
your desktop collection with a few documents. Over time, the 

collection grows to include images, music, programs, zip files, 

and more documents. Suddenly, finding the right document takes 

more time than actually opening it. 

 

Separate Drive Partitions 

One bit of computer wisdom that you should learn is this: ñNever save 

data on the same partition as your operating system.ò In Windows, the 

location of the desktop on the file system does reside on the same 

partition as the operating system itself. 

 

Why is this important advice? Because you want to avoid putting all 

of your eggs in the same basket. 

 

Letôs say that you happen to contract a mild virus or malware that 

attacks your operating system. It might wipe all files related to the 

operating system itself OR it may affect the entire partition that holds 

(Continued on page 5) 
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the operating system. By losing the operating system, you lose all of 

your saved data as well. 

 

But if you installed Windows to the C: partition and stored all of your 

files on the D: partition, your files on D: would be safe even if C: were 

wiped clean. The only way D: would be affected is if the physical hard 

drive itself was wiped or damaged. 

 

One additional benefit of having separate partitions is that you can 

reinstall Windows without losing your saved data. Tina has written on 

the subject of resizing Windows partitions, so check it out if you want 

to take advantage of this feature. http://bit.ly/1lfBCDe  

 

Use Windows Libraries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every installation of Windows comes with a directory called My Doc-

uments. In Windows 7, it was renamed to Documents and came with a 

couple of buddies: Music, Pictures, and Videos. Theyôre called librar-

ies and youôve probably seen them before, but never really used them, 

right? Well, you should reconsider. 

 

In truth, these four libraries are special. They arenôt just directories; 

theyôre collections of multiple directories. In each library, you can 

specify different directories to be included and that library will show 

the content from all included directories. It sounds more complicated 

than it is. 

 

Think of it like this: You can save your videos to many different loca-

tions and link those directories to the Videos library. Then, whenever 

you access the Videos library, youôll see all of those files in one place. 

 

Itôs just as convenient as storing everything on the desktop, yet infi-

nitely more flexible and organized. For more details on how to take 

advantage of this feature, check out Chrisôs write-up on how to use 

Windows Libraries. http://bit.ly/1iMkORF  

(Continued from page 4)  

Store Files in the Cloud 

Cloud storage has been a big buzz term over the past few years and for 

good reason. While cloud-related solutions like Dropbox, G+ Drive, or 

Microsoft OneDrive come with privacy concerns <http://

bit.ly/1lzsQ4F>, they also offer many benefits and I think people are 

too quick to throw the baby out with the bathwater. 

Hereôs how it works: You set aside one or more directories that auto-

matically sync with whatever service youôre using (comparison of 

cloud storage services). These files can be accessed from anywhere 

and they can be set to private or public. 

 

Why is this better than storing straight on the desktop? 

 

¶ Immediate backups. Due to automatic synchronization, you rare-
ly need to worry about lost files. If your computer gets wiped 

somehow, those files still reside on the cloud and you can always 

retrieve them again. 

¶ Revision history. Not every cloud service offers a revision histo-
ry, but most do and itôs an important feature. Basically, the ser-

vice will track every change thatôs made to the file (it may be 

limited to the last X changes) and allow you to instantly revert to 

a past version if necessary. 

 

One Drive (aka SkyDrive) comes integrated with Windows 8 and can 

help you keep your files synced. 

 

Need Quick Access to Files? 

Sometimes convenience wins out over practicality and reason. The 

desktop is great because it allows for immediate access, right? With 

one small compromise, you can maintain that convenience. The an-

swer is to use shortcuts. 

 

Creating a shortcut is as simple as dragging a file using the right 

mouse button to where you want the shortcut to appear, then selecting 

Create shortcut here from the menu. Even if a shortcut gets wiped, the 

actual file will still be safe. 

 

But instead of putting the shortcuts on the desktop, why not take it one 

step further? 

 

Right click on any file shortcut and select either Pin to taskbar or Pin 

to start menu. Itôs a self-explanatory feature that works just as well as, 

if not better than, traditional desktop shortcuts. I use it day in and day 

out and I wouldnôt have it any other way. 

 

Conclusion 

Ultimately, personal preference will always win. For those of you who 

have been ñdesktoppingò for years, youôll probably find it near impos-

sible to break the habit. I still do it from time to time, though I try my 

best to clean up after myself when I realize what Iôm doing. It just 

doesnôt make sense to store everything on the desktop anymore. 

 

Do you clutter up your desktop with files and folders galore? If so, are 

you convinced enough to try a safer method of file storage? Share 

your thoughts with us in the comments!  

http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/3-better-ways-store-files-desktop/  

the end of the story 
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Windows 8.1, iOS7 and Other Updates 
By Sandy Berger, Compu-KISS 

www.compukiss.com 

sandy (at) compukiss.com 

 

Winston Churchill once said, ñTo improve is to change; to be perfect 

is to change often.ò  It seems that this is the mantra of todayôs high 

tech world. The quest for perfection brings almost constant change. If 

you use Windows 8 or an Apple mobile device, you will want to read 

about the changes you need to make. 

 

You get up in the morning and find that your Gmail looks different 

than it did yesterday. You get an announcement that there is an update 

to another program that you use every day. Get used to it. Change in 

the high tech world is inevitable. Most of the time the upgrades and 

updates bring added security, so you donôt want to stay with the old. 

You must move on. 

 

This is what many people found with two recent updates. Apple updat-

ed their mobile operating system to iOS 7 and Microsoft updated Win-

dows 8 to 8.1. Both of these updates are free for users who owned 

previous versions. Both add excellent features and increased security. 

However, both require the users to learn about how to use the new 

functionality. And, as usual, the user is given no instructions on how 

to upgrade or how to manage the new programs. 

 

With previous upgrades of Windows, Microsoft performed the update 

for you if your computer was set to receive automatic updates. Win-

dows 8.1 is different. You must visit the Microsoft Store to initiate the 

update. Just look for the green Store tile in your Start Screen. Then 

click on the Windows 8.1 banner in the Store. 

 

Allow at least an hour for the update. When the installation is com-

plete, you will be presented with the familiar color tile Start screen, 

but there are many subtle differences. First, if you want to search for 

something, you simply start typing what you want to search for. The 

search window automatically appears. What is different is that now 

Windows will search everywhere for you. You no longer have to tell it 

to search apps, files, etc. Windows will even search the Internet for 

you and present you with the results in one window. 

 

Another change in Windows 8.1 gives you the ability to boot directly 

to the Desktop instead of the colorful Windows Start screen. Unfortu-

nately, this option is fairly hidden. To turn it on you will have to go to 

the Desktop and right-click on the toolbar on the bottom. Choose the 

Navigation option where you will see the choice to go to the Desktop 

instead of Start on sign in. You will also see other new choices in this 

area. They can be turned on and off at will, so feel free to play with 

them, if you like. 

 

Several apps have also changed with Windows 8.1. One important 

change is that if you install a new app, it wonôt automatically show up 

on the Start screen. You will have to go to the All Apps page, right-

click on the app and choose ñPin to Startò to have it show up there. 

 

Appleôs new operating system also brings many changes. If you are 

using a newer iPhone or iPad and you see a small red circle with a 

number in it above the Settings icon, this is the indication that there is 

an update available for your operating system. Tap on Settings, then 

General, then look for the update and give your permission to down-

load and install it. 

 

If this is the update for iOS 7, once complete you will notice that the 

icons and screens look quite different. This is a good thing since they 

have improved the clarity of the text and icons. Again, however, there 

are a few things to learn. In previous versions of iOS, you quit apps by 

double-clicking the Home button and holding down icons until they 

jiggled. Now when you double-click Home, you will be presented 

with all of the running apps as rectangular ñcardsò. To stop an app, 

just put your finger on the card and flick it off the screen with an up-

ward motion. 

 

The Search on these Apple devices has also changed dramatically. 

You used to search by moving to the page to the left of the home 

screen, but that page is gone in iOS7. In order to start a search on your 

iPhone or iPad with iOS7, put your finger in the middle of the screen 

and swipe in a downward motion. This will bring up the Search screen 

and keyboard where you can enter your search terms. 

 

Actually all of these changes are good. Just keep repeating that to 

yourself as you encounter frustrations at the new way of doing things. 

Remember change is good and you are on the path to perfection! 

 

 

 

 

Interesting Internet Finds ï January 2014 
Steve Costello, President/Editor,  

Boca Raton Computer Society, FL 

Editor (at) brcs.org      

http://ctublog.sefcug.com/ 

 

 

In the course of going through the more than 200 RSS feeds, I often 

run across things that I think might be of interest to other user group 

members. 

 

The following are some items I found interesting during the month of 

January 2014. 

 

Hashtags Today Are Everywhere ï Learn How to Use Them to Get 

Results   http://inspiretothrive.com/2014/01/hashtags-today/ 

 

Hashtags are not only for Twitter, this post shows other social media 

that use them, and how to use them effectively there. 

 

How to Move Apps to SD Card on Your Android Device 

http://www.maketecheasier.com/move-apps-to-sd-card-android/ 

 

This question was asked at a SIG (Special Interest Group) earlier, but 

no one had an Android device with an SD card, so could not answer 

the question. This post refers to an app to do that. 

 

Google Plus Login, Sign Up and Sign In Security Tips 

http://www.thewindowsclub.com/google-plus-login-sign-up 

 

Thinking of signing up for Google Plus? If so, and I think you really 

should check it out, read this post from the Windows Club for how to 

do it. You can find me on Google Plus at:  

https://plus.google.com/111470516433780358624/ 

 

How to Read a Kindle Book on a Computer 

http://www.wonderoftech.com/how-to-read-a-kindle-book-on-a-

computer/ 

 

This post explains how to read Kindle books without a Kindle device, 

or smartphone, by reading it on your computer via two different meth-

ods. 

 

Remove Personal Information from Your Digital Photos 

(Continued on page 7) 
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http://www.ghacks.net/2014/01/27/remove-personal-information-

digital-photos/ 

 

Concerned about personal information showing on your online pho-

tos? If so, check out this post for how to remove the information be-

fore posting with Windows Explorer. 

 

If External Hard Drives Can Fail, Should I Bother With One? 

http://askleo.com/if-external-hard-drives-can-fail-should-i-bother-

with-one/ 

 

Leo answers with a definitive YES, and explains why. 

 

********** 

Most Fridays, more interesting finds will be posted on the Computers, 

Technology, and User Groups Blog: 

http://ctublog.sefcug.com/tag/interesting-internet-finds/ 

 

The posts are under Creative Commons licensing. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tip Corner ï January 2014 
Bill Sheff, Lehigh Valley Computer Group, Pennsylvania 

January 2014 issue, The LVCG Journal 

www.lvcg.org 

nsheff (at) aol.com 

 

 

Letôs start off by wishing you and your computers a healthy and happy 

New Year. 

 

Keep Updates Current  

 

Make sure you install the latest updates for Windows (or whatever 

your operating system you use), your programs and applications and 

device drivers. This can ensure a smoother experience.  Windows 

allows you to receive updates automatically.  Just go to the Control 

Panel and click on Windows Updates.  You can set up updates to be 

downloaded whenever it is most convenient to you.  And since most 

of their updates are usually related to security, let Windows take care 

of it for you.  Some programs will advise when there is an update or a 

new version.  As a precaution, do not click on the recommended meth-

od, but use the custom button instead.  Now-a-days they are adding 

tool bars and other programs that you might not want.  By using the 

custom update you have the ability to unselect or decline these add-

ons.  In many cases drivers do get updated, but go into your device 

manager and check on the date of the drivers.  In some cases you can 

search for updates from the vendors or Microsoft.  If a driver does not 

seem to be working like you feel it should, you can delete or uninstall 

the driver, close your machine and restart it, and the device manager 

will reinstall the driver. 

 

Backup  

 

If you do not usually back up your system now would be a good time 

to do it.  You can never go wrong with backing up; this is something 

you should do often even when you are not making major changes to 

your computer. Windows has made it very easy to backup your com-

puter. The built in system imaging and backup and restore center 

makes it convenient to back up the operating system and all your criti-

cal data. However there are a few commercial and free backup sys-
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tems available for you.  You want to make a complete image of your 

hard drive about once a month (or more frequently if you do have 

critical information).   Most of these systems create a compressed 

version of the hard drive as a bit to bit copy.  But try and get a pro-

gram that allows you to a} look at the backup as in Windows explorer, 

and b) get into the backup and withdraw and expand a file.  Very help-

ful.  Of course the best place to put a backup is on an external drive ï 

not the same drive as your data.  Hard drives can crash making it im-

possible to restore any data. 

 

Filing 

 

So whets next?  Try not to keep putting files into your document or 

download folder.  Set up a system of folders ï much like a filing cabi-

net.  Within each major folder you can have multiple sub-folders, and 

within them sub-sub-folders.  You can set them up by subject and then 

by date and then by further breakdown.  I use this a lot and every year 

I set up a new year within many of my folders.  But this is just one 

idea of many possible methods.  Think it through and come up with 

something that fits what you do. 

 

A Fun Project: How to make Photos Look like Pencil Drawings  

 

As I am wont to do, I search the net looking for tips and help articles.  

I came across a site: ñHowToGeek.comò and there are lots of interest-

ing things hidden there.  One that I liked was How to Make a Photo 

Look Like a Pencil Drawing.  There is a lengthy tutorial with lots of 

pictures that take you step by step into this fascinating procedure.  

There are also stand alone programs that do the same thing, such as:  

Photo Funia and $1.99 apps like My sketch HD and Pic Sketch for 

iPhones.  Go read the tutorial and see if you want to play at being an 

ñartist.ò 

 

What Happens If I Keep Using Windows XP? 

 

Microsoft support for Windows XP goes away on April 8, 2014.  Now 

XP isnôt going to suddenly stop working, but without official Mi-

crosoft support, there will be no new security updates or bug fixes for 

Windows XP systems.  Some third-party security software will contin-

ue to defend against known bugs, but without Microsoft support, they 

will not guarantee protection against new threats. Symantec, the com-

pany behind Norton Security said, ñAfter the official End of Support 

date from Microsoft goes into effect, Symantec Support may not be 

able to provide full threat resolution on XP systems due to a lack of 

Microsoft security patches. It has always been Symantecôs stance that 

proper network and workstation security begins at having the most 

recent security patches from the OS Vendor. Depending on the nature 

of the threats involved, Windows XP may be susceptible to viruses 

and risks that more recent iterations of Windows are immune to.ò 

 

McAfee made a similar statement. ñIf a McAfee product requires 

Microsoft to provide a fix and Microsoft does not provide the fix, then 

McAfee cannot support the product any longer.ò 

 

Without current security support, XP systems will be prime targets for 

people with malicious intent. They will be looking for ways to get into 

your system and steal your data. More so than usual. Between July 

2012 and July 2013, Windows XP was an affected product in 45 Mi-

crosoft security updates. Without official support from Microsoft, 

those issues will not be addressed. With XP being completely vulnera-

ble, you can expect to see a lot more threats than that in a year after 

April 2014.   

 

Time to consider biting the bullet and get a new system.  But the good 

news is With Windowôs 8.1 out there you can be assured that your 

operating system will be as good as it can be. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Making a hyperlink in Gmail 

 

Typing in a web site in Gmail does not indicate a ñhyperlinkò or any 

indication that it would be an active link. It was necessary to go down 

to the bottom of the email toolbar, highlight the address, and then click 

on the link button so it showed up as working.  Okay.  But there is an 

easier way.  Do nothing!   

When you are typing the link, it will not show up as an active link. 

However, as soon as you send it (or preview it!), you will see that it is 

a working link.  

 

Print Out Part of A PDF Document 

 

In the old days if you were reading a magazine and wanted part of an 

article, you simply scanned it into your computer, saved it in a word 

document, edited it and printed it out.  As usual, times have changed.  

Today everything is on-line and usually in PDF format.  Fortunately 

most PDF readers will allow you to select exactly what you want to 

print. Be it the whole document (but why?) a few pages or a specific 

page.  

 

You click on the print icon or select print, depending on the reader, 

and then elect to print the entire document, only the page you are look-

ing at or select a range of pages.   

 

 

 

 

 

Corel PaintShop Pro  

- Raster and Vector Objects - 
by Lynn Page, Editor, Crystal River Users Group, Florida 

July 2013 issue, CRUG newsletter 

www.crug.com 

lcpage46 (at) q.com 

 

 

When I started using PaintShop Pro one of the things that confused me 

is the difference between raster and vector objects. So I decided to 

explain a little of what I have learned. PaintShop Pro is basically a 

raster application with vector capability. 

 

A key point is that each type of object can only be on their proper 

layer type. Raster objects on raster layers and vector objects on vector 

layers. So new objects created in PSP will be drawn on either a raster 

or vector layer depending on the object being created. If you are on a 

raster layer and add a vector object it will be placed on a new vector 

layer. Similarly a new raster object added while on a vector layer is 

placed on a new raster layer. Vector objects can be converted to raster 

objects and is required to add effects to them.  

 

Raster Objects 

 

Raster objects are what most of us think about when using a photo 

editing application. Raster layers store information by using pixels. 

This is why when you zoom way in on an image, you see small 

squares. Each is a pixel. The detail of a raster object is only controlled 

by the number of pixels. So with high resolution an image can contain 

subtle details. It also allows for detailed and complex editing and cus-

tomization. 

 

Since the image is a group of pixels it canôt be enlarged too much 

without losing quality. This is like trying to blow up a small section of 

a digital camera image well above its resolution.  

(Continued from page 7) 

 

 

Vector Objects 

 

Vector: objects/shapes are based on mathematical. Because the edges 

of vector objects are based on formulas they can be infinitely enlarged 

without losing quality. Vector layers store the instructions to draw the 

object not pixels. Ano0ther difference is that on a vector layer, each 

object is independent and can be moved without affecting the rest of 

the layer.  

 

Anything created with the Pen or Preset Shape tool is a vector object 

represented a bounding box. It has properties like line style and fill 

color. Each object is defined by a path made of contours and nodes. 

Text can be created as a selection of vector object. I personally create 

text as a vector. 

 

If you try to apply an effect to a vector object PSP prompts that it 

must be converted to a raster layer. So this brings up one important 

point. If you want to apply effects to a particular vector object create it 

on a separate vector layer. When a vector layer is converted to a raster 

layer all objects on it are grouped. So an effect is applied to everything 

on the raster layer. 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a 'CAPTCHA'? 
by Phil Chenevert,  

member and instructor for Computer Lab Workshops 

Cajun Clickers Computer Club, LA 

December 2013 issue, Cajun Clickers Computer News 

www.clickers.org 

ccnewsletter (at) cox.net 

   

Have you ever found yourself grinding your teeth because you can't 

make out those weird words in something like this? All you want to 

do is get somewhere on the internet to do something and then, Wham! 

They hit you with this silliness!   

 

Well, they are not there just to annoy us or have fun at our expense. 

They are there to save everyone a lot of misery so be patient with 

them. CAPTCHAs, or Completely Automated Public Turing Tests to 

Tell Computers and Humans Apart, exist to ensure that user input has 

not been generated by a computer. These peculiar puzzles are com-

monly used on the Web to protect registration and comment forms 

from spam. 

 

To understand the need for CAPTCHAs, we should understand 

spammers' incentives for creating and using automated input systems. 

For the sake of simplicity, we'll think of spam as any unwarranted 

interaction or input on a website, whether malicious or for the benefit 

of the spammer (and that differs from the purpose of the website). 

Incentives to spam include:  

 

Advertising on a massive scale; 

Manipulating online voting systems; 

Destabilizing a critical human equilibrium (i.e. creating an unfair ad-

vantage); 

Vandalizing or destroying the integrity of a website; 

Creating unnatural, unethical links to boost search engine rankings; 

Accessing private information; 

Spreading malicious code. 

 

A captcha is a challenge-response test that determines whether a user 

(Continued on page 9) 
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