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Connect to Internet , Prep for Meetings 
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PACC  BOD  Meeting  
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WINDOWS SIG 
 

Like many similar anti-malware programs, 

Malwarebytes anti-malware Free is not 

meant to be your only antivirus program, but 

rather an addition to it. It enhances your antivi-

rus program. It detects most of the programs 

which are often missed by other antivirus pro-

grams. It is worthy having as your second  line 

of defense.  

Here is a quote from the Malwarebytes web site: 

ñMalwarebytes Anti-Malware is not meant to be a replacement for 

antivirus software. Malwarebytes Anti-Malware is a complimentary 

but essential program which detects and removes zero-day malware 

and "Malware in the Wild". This includes malicious programs and 

files, such as viruses, worms, trojans, rootkits, dialers, spyware, and 

rogue applications that many antivirus programs do not detect or can-

(Continued on page 2) 

WARNING      WARNING    WARNING  
To all PACC and other computer Web users: 

In case you have not been informed, there is a deadline of 

July 9, 2012,  imposed by US Courts and the FBI, warning 

users of Internet related to the DNS-Changer malware.  

Go to:  www.fbi.gov/DNS-changer-malware.pdf  and read 

the document, there is a lot of comprehensive information 

and how-to.  Then proceed at minimum to check if you are 

infected :             http://www.dns-ok.us/ 

There are more places to check listed at the FBI warning 

page in several languages, located at:    

https://forms.fbi.gov/check-to-see-if-your-computer-is-using

-rogue-DNS 
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not fully remove. It is important to note that Malwarebytes Anti-

Malware works well and should run alongside antivirus software with-

out conflicts. In some rare instances, exclusions may need to be set for 

your specific antivirus product to achieve the best possible system per-

formance.ò 

You can download the 9.6 MB program from : 

http://www.malwarebytes.org/products/malwarebytes_free 

The same page has the PRO version which is more robust, but also costs 

$24.95. You can run a 14-day trial of the PRO version, to test drive it! 

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 

Here is another free program worth the download. Only 12.7 MB at: 

www.genie9.com 

ñGenie Timeline Free 2012 

Completely Free, Lightweight, Effortless, Simple and Easy, Install, 

configure to your preference, and youôre done!  

2 steps to configure the backup. Automatic purge to save space. Protec-

tion level to indicate the health of the backup step-by-step restore. 

Automatic. No intervention required. Set it and forget it. Runs when you 

need it to. Automatic resume after pauses or disconnections. On the go. 

Your backup monitor anytime anywhere! iPhone/ iPad app to keep track 

of your backup health.ò 

ñBacks up all your important data. It searches for your files in your com-

puter, external and network drives so you donôt have to. Backs up your 

documents, pictures , music, videos and more. Backs up new and modi-

fied files; detects changes. keeps versions to recover older or deleted 

files. Protects mobile data synced to your computer. Backs up external, 

network or any storage attached to your PC.ò 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

Great piece of freeware, all in one program. You do not need any other 

to work or play with your digisounds. Stay within one program to do it 

all. Design some weird ring tones, be original. 

Read about it directly at the MP3 Toolkit web site: 

 

ñMP3 Toolkit  

  Convert, Rip, Merge, Cut, Tag Edit and Record MP3 All-In-One 

MP3 Toolkit is a free and powerful Windows app includes MP3 con-

verter, CD ripper, tag editor, MP3 cutter, MP3 merger and MP3 recorder 

for users who want to handle MP3 files easier.  

Besides standard MP3 format, MP3 Toolkit supports most of popular 

audio & video formats like WMA, WMV, MP4, WAV, OGG, FLV, 

MOV, M4P, M4A and more, also supports high quality audio like 

FLAC and APE. With MP3 Toolkit, you are able to convert, cut, merge, 

rip and record MP3 free.  

You can use MP3 Toolkit to convert audio for mobile devices, make 

ringtones, fix tag information, rip Audio CD, record sound or merge 

audio pieces to a complete MP3 file.ò 

 

ñHow to Use MP3 Toolkit  -  MP3 Toolkit Help, Tutorial & Tricks 

Quick Go to: 

How to Convert Audio Files, How to Cut Audio Files in Bulk, How to 

Rip CD Music, How to Edit MP3 Tags, How to Combine & Merge Au-

dio Files, How to Cut MP3, How to Record Sound to MP3ò 

You can learn a great deal from the tutorials here:  

http://www.mp3toolkit.com/tutorial.html 

 

Download the 10.5 MB file from here: http://www.mp3toolkit.com/ 
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the end of the story 

 

Tips and Tricks  

for Enhancing the PC Visual Display, Part 1 
By Bonnie L. Snyder, Member,  

Pikes Peak Computer Application Society, CO 

February 2012 issue, Bits and Bytes 

http://ppcompas.apcug.org 

BonnieLS21 (at) gmail.com,     http://tvvip.org 

 

 

If you are in need of assistance in seeing the screen on a PC, there are 

several options available to help you do this. If you are using Win-

dows 7, for instance, there is a built-in screen magnifying program 

that is head and shoulders above the one in Windows XP. You can run 

it at any time (provided your video can use the Win 7 Aero display) by 

pressing Windows key ï plus on the keyboard. Pressing Windows key 

ï plus additional times will increase the magnification with each press, 

and Windows key ï minus will decrease the magnification with each 

press.  

 

Once you are in the magnification program, you can set up the pro-

gram with the options you want. To do this, go down to the taskbar 

and click on the magnify icon. A window will open toward the top of 

the screen and an icon that looks like a ñgearò will allow you to 

choose your options, including having the magnification load automat-

ically at startup. You can change options on the fly by using Windows 

key ï L for Lens mode, Windows key ï D for Dock mode, Windows 

key ï F for Full screen mode. 

 

An interesting freeware program you might want to try is aRuler for 

Windows. It works under Win XP and Win 7. Initially it loads a ruler 

that you can use to help focus on the line of text you wish to read. It is 

configurable in length, and the rulerôs visual display can be changed to 

the userôs preference. It also includes a screen magnification option 

from 1X to 4X. < http://www.arulerforwindows.com/ > 

 

One of the things that can cause visual fatigue when reading on a com-

puter screen is the brightness of the display. There is a freeware pro-

gram called Tinted Window which works in both Win XP and Win 7 

that can mitigate this problem. Once loaded (it is a Java executable so 

it doesnôt install), Tinted Window comes up in a small window. Right-

click on that window and you can set up the color of the tint you wish. 

The window also allows for full screen or just a lens.  

< http://www.softoxi.com/tinted-window.html > 

 

 

Tips and Tricks  

for Enhancing the PC Visual Display, Part 2 
By Bonnie L. Snyder, Member,  

Pikes Peak Computer Application Society, CO 

March 12 issue, Bits and Bytes 

http://ppcompas.apcug.org 

BonnieLS21 (at) gmail.com,      http://tvvip.org 

 

A quick and easy way to magnify the information on the screen is to 

hold down the Control key and roll the mouse roller forward. The 

more you move the roller forward, the larger the display will be come. 

This feature does not work in all programs, so youôll have to just try it 

for each one. Interestingly, in Firefox, the most recent magnification 

done this way is ñrememberedò so that when initially magnified with 

the control key, mouse roller, it will be already magnified. You can 

lower the amount of magnification by rolling down. This feature 

works in both Windows XP and Windows 7. 

 

Display Tuner (Dtuner) is really nice freeware for adjusting many 

facets of the video and audio. When you run it (after installation), an 

icon remains in your system tray so that you can access it any time 

you feel the need to make the video display better for the comfort of 

your eyes. Again, this program works in both Windows XP and Win-

dows 7.                        < http://bit.ly/yJcvO6 > 

 

Is that mouse cursor just too small? Well, Bigger Cursors can solve 

that problem. This is another freeware. All you have to do is unzip the 

cursors into the Windows/Cursors folder and then select the one you 

want via the Control Panel/Mouse listing. Once chosen, the cursor will 

remain that way until you wish to change it. This program works in 

both Windows XP and Windows 7.  

< http://bit.ly/xDcXRV > 

 

Next month I will tell you about more display adjustments that will 

make screen viewing more comfortable for you. 

  

 

 

 

Do Not Track Plus by Abine.com  
Reviewed by Larry Mobbs, President, Computer Operators of 

Marysville and Port Huron, MI  

March 2012 issue, COMP Communicator 

www.bwcomp.org 

Lmobbs (at) comcast.net 

 

A new program offered free from Abine software allows you to block 

websites you visit  from tracking where you browse. Many sites, and 

Facebook.com is one of the worst, want to track every site you visit so 

they can match up your preferences to the items they want to display 

on you wall for advertisers. 

  

In the software industry there 

is a movement to have the 

browsers include a plugin that  

prevents this action but as of 

yet it is not ordered and may 

never be. Browser publishers 

may take this on from their 

own volition but they will be 

pressured by advertisers not 

to. 

 

One must remember that 

many sites depend on you or 

others visiting the links they 

place on their pages in order 

to pay for the website.  

 

When you run Abine it puts a small icon in your browser and it dis-

plays a number with each site you visit, telling you how many at-

tempts are made to track your visit and what type of tracking company 

is making the effort. They also keep a running grand total of how 

many blocks they have made. In the first few days of my use on one 

machine they blocked 1600 attempts. 

 

Installation following the quick download is painless and there is vir-

tually no setup. While writing this article I loaded Firefox, download-

ed the software and ran it as a plugin. 

 

This is required for each browser you use. After restarting Firefox I 

visited cnn.com and Donottrack Plus reported blocking 13 attempts to 

track my browsing on their site. 

 the end of the story 

the end of the story 
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3D Digital Picture Frame 
By George Harding, Treasurer, Tucson Computer Society, AZ 

January 2012 issue, eJournal 

www.aztcs.org 

georgehardingsbd (at) earthlink.net 

 

Picture frame devices are designed to show your pictures in a slide 

show sort of display, one at a time, sometimes with other information 

on the screen. They come in various sizes, from small enough to attach 

to a bracelet to as large as a piece of letter paper. 

 

This picture frame is 8ò, which refers to the diagonal measurement. 

This is one of the larger ones available. It has another feature that 

separates it from the others that are available today ï it has 3D capa-

bility. 

 

The box contains the device itself, of course, but also includes a power 

cable, a USB connector cable, a user manual, red-blue glasses and a 

remote control with battery. 

 

The unit runs on normal household electricity. There is no battery in 

the Picture Frame itself.  

 

The unit comes with several 3D pictures already installed and viewa-

ble. When you turn the unit on, these pictures can be shown right 

away. These photos can be viewed without the use of special glasses.  

 

The USB cable allows connection to a computer so that other pictures 

can be loaded into the Picture Frame. There is 2GB of memory built-

in, adequate to store some hundreds of pictures. 

 

In addition to viewing pictures, the unit can also display videos and 

play audio files. The picture format is JPEG. The video format is 

MPEG, MOV or AVI. The audio format is MP3, WMA or WAV. 

 

When you connect the unit to a computer, internal memory displays as 

if it were an external disc. You can see the pictures, videos and audio 

files that are stored. A section of memory has a digital copy of the user 

manual and a program that you can use to convert any JPEG from 2D 

to 3D. 

 

This program is quite fast and has the unexpected effect of reducing 

the digital file size substantially. For the pictures I tested, the size was 

reduced by nearly 75%! When the conversion is complete, the image 

is displayed on your computer, but to see the 3D effect you must wear 

the red-blue glasses supplied. You can adjust the degree of 3D depth. 

Then you save it to the Picture Frameôs memory for display. 

 

Input methods include PC, memory card or stick and USB port. 

 

This is an interesting and unusual version of a picture frame, one that 

may  be interesting to those who regard 3D as the coming thing.  

 

About:  

3D Digital Picture Frame 

Vendor: Blazon 

http://apclife.com/ 

Price: $209.67 @ Amazon 

 

Requires:  

WIN XP/Vista/7,  

2GB memory,  

200 MB hard disk space 

 

 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

Documentary Storytelling:  

Creative Nonfiction on Screen  

 3rd Edition 
 

By Bill Treadwell, Member,  

Big Bear Computer Club, CA  

www.bigbearcc.org        

eileenbrn6 (at) yahoo.com 

 

Bernard, Sheila Curran (2011) 

Focal Press Burlington, MA 

ISBN-978-0-240-81241-0 

 

 

Big Bear Computer Club Rating System 1 to 5 Bears,  

5 Bears Being Best  

             

 

 

 

 

The third edition of Documentary Storytelling is a very thorough, 

methodically organized, comprehensive writing documenting the 

ñhow toò in the documentary filmmaking industry. Bernard presents a 

culmination of best practices that can guide you through all of the 

nuances of promoting, funding, and producing a documentary film 

with impact. 

 

Change a few words around and some chapter titles and you can gain 

an enlarged scope morphing into writing biographical historical books 

using screen scripting techniques. For example, Barnard wrote, 

ñIdeally, there is positive collaboration between the expert and the 

filmmaker that serves to enrich the film.ò This statement can be mor-

phed to say éthere is a positive collaboration between the expert and 

the author that serves to enrich the book, which was the intent of this 

reviewer to glean while reading Documentary Storytelling. 

 

Documentary Storytelling is full of documentary films that were used 

to clarify and drive documentary filmmaking techniques home. In fact, 

you feel, at times, that you experience these documentaries through 

Bernardôs literary examples rather than seeing the actual film. You are 

enriched with actual documentaries that have been made and provided 

their storyline demonstrating each documentaryôs intent, purpose, and 

focus.  Peppered throughout her writing, Bernard says in several ways 

that the documentary films are to be created from an honest integrative 

perspective without stretching or obfuscating the truth. When it comes 

to truth, there is usually more than one side to a story. 

 

Given that the intent of the Documentary Storytelling is to provide the 

ins and outs with rules and procedures on how to go about doing all 

phases of creating documentary films, Bernard has an out, 

ñStorytelling is an art, not a science. Go with your gut. If the film is 

great, who cares what órulesô you broke.ò  So, there is plenty of room 

to be creative within the guidelines Bernard provides ranging from 

story basics, timing, acts, and voice narration to planning, research, 

shooting and editing.  

 

 

Are you creating just another documentary or is it something that peo-

ple will want to talk about? Documentary Storytelling can help you 

organize a film that people will talk about. 

 

the end of the story the end of the story 
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the end of the story 

 

Own the Cloud with ownCloud! 
By Drew Kwashnak,  

Member, Danbury Area Computer Society, CT 

January 2012 issue, DACS.doc 

www.dacs.org 

dacseditor (at) dacs.org 

 

I love the cloud. I love the accessibility, and freedom it provides. Un-

fortunately that freedom is limited because the host can go offline; 

hold my files for ransom, or worse! Then there is question about pri-

vacy and lack of control over your own content. Proprietary formats 

create a vendor-lock-in that traps you unwittingly to their services.  

 

Maybe one solution could be a "private cloud" where it gives you the 

advantages of the cloud, yet you have full control over the content. 

That's the premise behind ownCloud1.  

 

It is a free, open source project that runs on a Linux web server wheth-

er the server is local behind a firewall or hosted somewhere accessible 

such as on Amazonôs Web Services which, by the way, is where Drop-

box stores those files you upload.  

 

The requirements on top of Linux for ownCloud are fairly basic; 

Apache, PHP 5 and either MySQL or SQLite for database. Some 

Linux distributions even include a pre-built package that installs eve-

rything you need for you.  

 

There are steps to install and run ownCloud on a Windows system, 

using IIS here outlined in the ownCloud mailing list2. Apple Mac OS 

X, being UNIX, is almost as easy to host ownCloud in Apache as 

Linux.  

 

While ownCloud has sharing, music streaming, calendar, contacts, 

users & groups, OpenID, LDAP, WebFinger, and remoteStorage com-

patibility the most important feature is WebDAV file storage where 

you can add, remove and move files through the web browser or from 

your local computer!  

 

 

With WebDAV client computers can access the ownCloud files al-

most as easily as they can open and save files to their local systems! 

This works in Linux, MacOS X and Windows. 

 

 

And thatôs not all! The developers of ownCloud are working to in-

clude an image gallery for your photos, an online text editor, encryp-

tion for your security, storage of bookmarks, server and client syn-

chronization and Android or WebOS apps. Being open source, the 

possibilities are actually practically endless!  

So if you like the idea of the cloud, but not the idea of giving control 

over your files and information to some 3rd party, and if you have 

some spare machines lying around the house you can easily create 

your own cloud, where you Own the Cloud!  

 

http://owncloud.org/ 

http://mail.kde.org/pipermail/owncloud/2011-December/001798.html  

http://owncloudtest.blogspot.com/2011/06/what-you-can-do-with-

owncoud-today.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let's Use iCloud 
By Ernie Cox, Jr., member of the  

Computer Club of Green Valley, AZ 

February 2012 issue, Green Bytes 

http://ccgv.apcug.org  

 

iCloud from Apple is waiting for all those using 3GS or later iPhones 

with iOS-5, along with the 3rd generation or later iPod Touch and all 

iPads, and don't leave out Macs running OS X Lion. To sign up and 

use iCloud, go to https://www.iCloud.com; there will be a place to 

sign in using your Apple ID. Once iCloud is entered, there's infor-

mation regarding what items you can sync. Now you will be able to 

move data wirelessly from one device to another or to your Mac or 

just store your data in the Cloud, using 5GB of free space. There's a 

fee for additional amounts of storage space. 

 

Anywhere there's wi-fi available, you will be able to store and back up 

your devices or move data to your Mac by way of iCloud. Data that 

can be moved and stored are photos, contacts, calendars, videos and 

more.   

 

Moving documents is one of the hot file management method people 

are using these days, and can be done in iCloud with files created in 

iWorks, Numbers and Pages. You can send documents to iCloud from 

any device and they will appear on your computer and any other com-

patible device you use. You can make changes to any document you 

have sent to iCloud, and those changes will automatically appear on 

all your devices/Mac.  

 

There are several other useful features on the iCloud, such as Photo 

Stream, which is one way to move photos into iCloud, and from there 

(Continued on page 6) 

the end of the story 
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the end of the story 

to your Mac and other devices.  

Photo Stream holds up to 1,000 photos and doesn't use data or any of 

your free 5 GB of space. 

 

When you misplace or lose your Mac, iPhone, iPad or iPod Touch, 

you can use iCloud to find it. 

 

With iCloud, you can lock the device, make it ring or just wipe the 

data clean. This process can be done from any computer anywhere by 

typing in iCloud.com, then using your e-mail and password to activate 

this function. 

 

When syncing your Contacts to iCloud for the first 

time, some people are having trouble with double 

or triple contacts showing up on their devices. To 

solve this problem, go to your Mac Address Book 

and look for duplicates. In the Tool Bar, click on 

Card and then Look For Duplicates, then click 

Merge. Now the duplicates are gone.  

 

You're in the cloud - have fun! 

 

 

 

Staying Technology Young 
By Darry D Eggleston 

Article reprinted with permission.  

Copyright É 2007-2011 Darry D Eggleston, http://DarryD.com 

  

The challenges for me are increasing as I strive to remain technologi-

cally young. What used to take years to change now occurs in a matter 

of months. So many new products are appearing in such rapid order 

that, unless one reads, observes, and communicates with like-minded 

friends, one ends up talking about the ñgood old daysò of technology 

way back in 2009. 

 

Someone referred to technologyôs growth in ñdog yearsò and I suspect 

she might be right. Technology now leaps in one year where we would 

expect it to take seven years in the past. 

 

One need only look at cellphones, cameras, and notebook computers 

to see that devices are shrinking while their capabilities are exponen-

tially increasing. 

Just yesterday, a conversation between two neighbors awoke me to 

this fact again. Both are my age in the 60-to-1,000-year-old range. 

One neighbor extolled finding a new restaurant quickly because of his 

carôs trusty dashboard-mounted global positioning device (GPS). 

 

The other, without hesitating, replied, ñOh, I got rid of my old GPS six 

months ago,ò as he pulled out his cellphone. ñMineôs in here.ò Proud-

ly, he showed us his Nokia N8: ñUnlocked GSM touchscreen phone 

featuring GPS with voice navigation and a 12 megapixel camera.ò 

 

Even my research for this simple article relied on technology that I 

wish was available when I was younger: 

1. I Googled to learn more about Daveôs cellphone. (Nokiaôs website 

boasts that N8 phones can connect to social networks, web TV pro-

grams and Ovi Store apps. It has Carl Zeiss optics, Xenon flash, HD-

quality video recording, film editing software, and Dolby Surround 

Sound.) 

2. I used FastStone Capture to take a screenshot of the Nokia descrip-

tion, pasted it into OmniPage which scanned the image and converted 

it into plain text, which I copied and pasted it into WordPerfect. 

 

You can either ride the waves of innovation rushing to the shores of 

(Continued from page 5) your existence or you can be swept out into the sea of ignorance. You 

can stay technologically young or die in place at a pace thatôs more 

fitting for an old folkôs home.  

 

Choices, my friend, itôs all about choices. 

 

 

 

 

What the heck are hiberfil and pagefile  
By Linda Gonse, Editor/Webmaster,  

Orange County PCUG, California 

February 2012 issue, Nibbles and Bits  

www.orcopug.org 

editor (at) orcopug.org  

 

One day while purging unnecessary and unused files on my Windows 

XP computer, I spotted two massive files on the C:\ drive that per-

plexed me. One was hiberfil.sys at nearly 3.5 gigabytes! And, the 

other was pagefile.sys at 2 gigabytes! 

  

I did not delete them right then and there. First, I checked them out on 

Google. As it turns out, both of the system files serve a purpose.  

  

Hiberfil.sys is a file the system creates when the computer goes into 

hibernation mode. Windows uses the file when it is turned back on. If 

you donôt need hibernation mode and want to delete the file you need 

to turn the hibernation option off before Windows will allow you to 

delete the file.  

 

The file size depends largely on the size of active RAM in the comput-

er as the contents of the file are basically a RAM image. That explains 

why the file was so large. My computer has 4G of RAM ð although it 

only recognizes 

3.25 gigabytes. 

 

I couldnôt see a need to have hibernate enabled on my computer so I 

disabled it by unchecking the Enable Hibernation box in Power Op-

tions in the Control Panel. (The procedure for turning hibernation off 

is significantly different between Windows XP and Vista.) 

 

The next time I rebooted, though, my UPS scolded me for not having 

hibernation enabled. The UPS unit used that as storage space in case 

the power goes out and battery power has to kick in.  

 

I was careful to research pagefile.sys before taking any kind of action 

that might compromise it. 

 

Good thing, too. Pagefile.sys is the virtual memory file Windows uses. 

Typically, when installed, Windows sets the size of the file at around 1

-1/2 times the physical memory size. However, the size may vary 

depending on the amount of free disk space when the file is created 

and other factors. The default size generally works fine but it can be 

changed. Windows uses this file for its normal operation, but if you 

really need the space you can delete it after turning the virtual memory 

option off. Just  be aware that this can cause extreme instability in 

Windows ð even causing it to stop working. Yikes! 

  

Back in the old 3.11 Windows days, a file like this was called a swap 

file. Windows used the hard disk space even then to simulate extra 

memory.  A swap file helped when printing large documents, among 

other uses.  

  

Not surprisingly, experts advise leaving pagefile.sys alone and to look 

elsewhere for files to delete! 

 

the end of the story 

the end of the story 

the end of the story 
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Using Opera Unite 
By Beth Pickering, President,  

Sonoma Valley Computer Group, California 

http://www.vom.com/svcg/ 

bethpick (at) emailx.net 

 

Opera Unite is a way to directly share content on your computer with 

any other device that can be connected to the Internet. There is no 

third party involvement. Your files and folders remain stored on your 

computer. You are the only one who needs to be using the Opera 

Browser. Unless you are sharing specific types of documents, the de-

vices can even have different operating systems. 

 

Unite, like everything Opera, is completely customizable. You decide 

what parts of it you want to use. 

 

When setting up your Opera Unite, you will need to enter your My 

Opera user name and password. If you don't already have one, you can 

create them. Just remember that this will be your global name in 

Opera (including email, blogging and networking). When I chose 

mine I just thought it would just be for my email address. 

 

You create your Opera Unite through the Panels tab in the appearance 

box. There are different ways to get there: 

Press the Shift-F12 keys combination. 

Click on the Opera Button in the upper left corner and then click Ap-

pearance. 

Right click in an empty spot on the Speed Dial page and then click 

Appearance. 

Right click anywhere on any bar (except the Task Bar) anytime, click 

customize, and then click Appearance. 

 

Once you have the Appearance box, you need to be on the Panels tab. 

Check the Unite box and decide where you want the Panels Bar locat-

ed. I have mine on the left, but it can also be on the right or float. If 

you use the Stratus Bar, the Unite symbol will also appear there. 

 

To open Unite, click on the Unite button in the Panels Bar, or use the 

drop down menu from the main Opera button in the upper left hand 

corner of your screen. The red box contains an enlargement of the 

Unite icon. 

 

Once the Unite Panel is open, you will see 4 sym-

bols on top of a list of items. Hovering your point-

er over an item will activate an explanation of that 

item. 

 

To add Unite applications use the plus sign 

 

 

 

or the drop down menu the triangle activates. 

 

 

 

 

 

Unite only works when you are connected to the Internet, but you can 

be online without your files being accessible. The start/stop and open 

symbols give you complete control. You must click on Opera Unite 

Home or one of your applications to activate these two symbols. 

Clicking either symbol can be used to install an application. Then use 

the start/stop symbol to turn your installed applications on or off. 

 

On installed applications the open symbol gives you an information 

page specific to that application. You can make password changes on 

this page. Sometimes I have to reenter it and click save again before it 

works.. 

Now that you have access, you need to choose which applications you 

want to use. Clicking the plus symbol will take you to the Opera Unite 

applications page. Once there you might want to check out the User 

Guide. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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URL. The URL in the black circle contains your password. It changes 

every time your password does. Using this URL means your visitor 

doesn't need to enter your password. 

 

Any changes made to the item being shared or the password will im-

mediately change who has access. Even 

visitors who are already looking at that 

Unite item will be cut off. They will also 

be cut off if you use the Stop symbol. You 

have complete control over what and 

when you share. 

 

 

The wrench symbol(s) in your Unite panel 

show which applications have been acti-

vated, even if your Unite isn't running 

Left clicking activates the Application 

Settings box. Right clicking in the appli-

cation area provides a drop down box 

with 4 options. 

 

 

The Unite panel also shows the level of 

activity in your activated applications 

whenever one is running. This will in-

clude work you are doing (such as chang-

ing the password). 

 

There are also several ways to delete an 

application from your Unite panel. Two 

of the easiest are to right click and delete 

it, or drag it to your Unite Trash can. 

 

 

Clicking in the Opera Unite Home area 

activates a page with summary infor-

mation on your active applications and 

ways to make changes. 

 

 

 

If you disconnect from the Internet any Unite applications that are 

running will stop. Even if you log back on, your Unite applications 

need to be restarted. To open or start your applications you will need 

to log in to your Opera account. You can always look at available 

applications, but to install any of them you have to be logged into your 

Opera account. Don't worry, the log in page will pop up when you 

need it.    

Unite applications are divided into 5 categories: Sharing, Tools, Mes-

saging, Fun and Miscellaneous. You can also search by: New, Recom-

mended, Top Rated, Most Popular, and Authors. The first page will 

show you several application icons with short descriptions, a link for 

more details, and an install button. 

 

Clicking on the More Details link gives you a page on one application 

with a lot more information.  

 

This includes how to use it. And, yes, they do have at least one 3-D 

application. 

The following Sharing box directions are for documents and photos. 

What you want to share must be in a folder on your computer. Unite 

calls these folders a file. These files can be organized into a Unite 

folder, but I haven't done that yet. The size of your folder's contents is 

not limited. To quote the User Guide: ñYou can share as much data as 

you wish, because you are sharing data that is stored on your comput-

er, rather than uploading it to be stored elsewhere. The only considera-

tions may be overall bandwidth capacity and how incoming traffic 

impacts the running of your computer when your friends access a lot 

of your content.ò Because you are only allowing access, your part is 

instantaneous. Your visitors, however, will have some wait time that 

depends on the size and type of items the want to access. 

 

Click on the application you want to install, then Open or start it. The 

Unite system assigns a 4 letter password 

in the Sharing box. You may have to 

scroll to the top of the page to see this 

box. Passwords are case sensitive. 

 

You can easily change the assigned password and could have a differ-

ent password for each person or item you share. Only a-z, A-Z and 0-9 

are allowed, but the size seems to be 

unlimited. I stopped trying after 60 

characters were accepted. You can 

only see 10 characters in the pass-

word window. Click Save to finalize 

your new password. The Save but-

ton appears when you start typing 

the new password. 

 

There are 2 URLs in the Sharing 

box. As long as your files are pass-

word protected, your visitors will 

need one of them. If you give them 

the URL in the green circle, you 

will also have to give them the pass-

word in the blue circle. Changing 

your password does not change this 

(Continued from page 7) 

the end of the story 


