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MEETING SCHEDULE  
Sunday,  January 20, 2013 - CANCELLED! 

Official Newsletter of the Pittsburgh Area Computer Club 

PACC  TALK 
January 2013 

What is inside.... 

 LinuxLive USB Creator  

 Greenshot 

PAGE # 1 

PAGE # 2 

Free Income Tax Preparation Online             

                                é..  by Ira Wilsker 
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Media Sharing & Devices 

                       éé. by Jerry Grommes 
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   File Recovery Strategies 

                         éé.. by Dick Maybach 
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Millions More Free Books  

to Download or Read Online 

                            éé.. by Ira Wilsker 
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From the Exec. VP  ... 

and é... Editors Desk 
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11:00 -11:25 am 

  ROOM # 311 

Sign In, Pay Dues, Greet visitors, Purchase 50/50 

tickets (Optional), Setup Computers,  

Connect to Internet , Prep for Meetings 

11:00 - 11:25 pm 

  ROOM # 301 

PACC  BOD  Meeting  

                                             CANCELLED! 

11:35 - 12:00 pm  

  ROOM # 301 

Windows New Users          CANCELLED!       

Can we help you?  V. Agrawala                 

12:00 - 12:30 pm 

  ROOM # 301 

General Meeting,  Raffle.     

CANCELLED! 

12:35 - 2:30pm 

  ROOM # 301 
           (pg. 1)                         CANCELLED! 

           (pg. 2)                         CANCELLED! 

  2:35 - 3:30 pm 

  ROOM # 301 

More programs and utilities é...   

                                                CANCELLED!                

  2:05 - 3:30 pm 

  ROOM # 311 

Hardware SIG                       CANCELLED! 

Users Helping Users  - guests  included     

  1:00 - 3:30 pm 

  ROOM # 311 

Linux SIG, Members Helping Members, 

Computer troubleshooting, Info Exchange 

  3:30 - 4:00 pm Pack Up Equipment, Doors Close 

 

ATTENTION PACC MEBERS !!! 

AS OF JANUARY 2013 

WE HAVE LOST OUR  

MEETING PLACE AT  

 POINT PARK UNIVERSITY! 

THE PACC BOD IS SEARCHING 

FOR SOLUTION AND A PLACE. 

 

Windows SIG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINDOWS SIG 

 

We always hear about all the various iterations of Linux. When we get 

to try some live CD, there we run into one problem, which often stops 

us from continuing. Live CD does not save your data or settings. 

 

LinuxLive USB Creator claims it can do that. By installing on USB 

Key / memory stick. The web site has many versions of Linux. During 

the installation with the very slick USB Creator, one can pick and 

choose from an alphabet of Linux .iso files,depending on your require-

ment and preferences.  

If one does not work for you, there are hundreds of other choices. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Read the instructions carefully. There are no simple text files organized 

as a printable manual.  Everything is there, in the web pages. So it may 

take a while to read through! It is worth the extra effort. When you find 

any FAQôs read them all, it helps! 

 

From the web site: 

 

ñFree and Open-source 

LinuxLive USB Creator is a completely free and open-sourcesoftware 

for Windows only. It has been built with simplicity in mind and it can be 

used by anyone. All you have to do is to pick up a Linux in the list and 

give it a try. 

  

No reboot needed 

Are you sick of having to reboot your PC to try Linux? No need with 

LinuxLive USB Creator. It has a built-in virtualization feature that lets 

you run your Linux within Windows just out of the box! 

  

Supports many Linux distributions 

Wow! Did you see that never-ending list? They are almost all there: 

Ubuntu, Fedora, Debian, OpenSUSE, Mint, Slax, CentOS, ArchLinux, 

Gentoo, PCLinuxOS, Sabayon, BackTrack, Puppy Linux ... 

  

Persistence 

Having a Live USB key is better than just using a Live CD because you 

can even save your data and install software. This feature is called per-

sistence (available only on selected Linux).ò 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

Try out this freebie, just what you need, simple and clean! 

 

There are many screenshot capture applications available to do the job. 

This one is worth the effort of checking it out, who knows, maybe youôll 

like it. 

 

Try out this freebie, just what you need, simple and clean! 

 

The install file is only 1,247 KB and you can get it here: 

http://getgreenshot.org/downloads/ 

 

Here are words of wisdom from the web site: 

ñWhat is Greenshot? 

Greenshot is a light-weight screenshot software tool for Windows with 

the following key features: 

Quickly create screenshots of a selected region, window or full screen; 

you can even capture complete (scrolling) web pages from Internet Ex-

plorer. Easily annotate, highlight or obfuscate parts of the screenshot. 

Export the screenshot in various ways: save to file, send to printer, copy 

to clipboard, attach to e-mail, send Office programs or upload to photo 

sites like Flickr or Picasa, and others.éand a lot more options simplify-

ing creation of and work with screenshots every day. 

Being easy to understand and configurable, Greenshot is an efficient 

tool for project managers, software developers, technical writers, testers 

and anyone else creating screenshots.ò 
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the end of the story 

 

Free Income Tax Preparation Online 
By Ira Wilsker,  

Member, Golden Triangle PC Club, TX;  

Columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont, TX; Radio Show Host,  

Mondays, 6-7pm CT, KLVI.com  

iwilsker (at) sbcglobal.com  

 

 

WEBSITES: 

https://www.taxact.com 

http://www.hrblock.com/online-tax-preparation/free-edition.html 

http://www.taxhawk.com 

http://www.freetaxusa.com 

http://turbotax.intuit.com/personal-taxes/online/free-edition.jsp  

http://www.freefile.irs.gov 

http://freefilealliance.org 

https://www.techsupportalert.com/best-free-income-tax-filing-

software.htm 

 

 

 It is that dreaded time of year for many us, when our mailboxes 

start to fill with those dreaded W-2, 1099, and other forms that indi-

cate to us what may be taxable income.  Some people simply throw all 

of the tax documents in a shoe box or gallon size plastic bag, and take 

them to a CPA or store front tax service for completion of those dread-

ed 1040 series of forms and schedules.  Many others collect their tax 

documents and use one of the many commercially available boxed 

income tax programs from the likes of H&R Block or Intuit's Turbo-

Tax.  For those eligible, there are a number of respectable companies 

that offer free online tax calculations and e-filing to those eligible.  

According to the IRS, " ... approximately 70% of all taxpayers have an 

AGI (adjusted gross income) of $57,000 or less ... " which makes 

them eligible to use one of the many free online tax services that are 

members of the IRS Free File Alliance, the listings of which will be 

available on the IRS website at freefile.irs.gov starting on January 22.  

In the past, over 36 million individuals took advantage of these free 

filing services. 

 According to the IRS website, "The Free File Alliance, LLC is a 

group of industry-leading private-sector tax preparation companies 

that have agreed to meet the IRS' high standards for security and pri-

vacy and provide tax software options for free."  Over 20 tax prepara-

tion services, all members of the Free File Alliance 

(freefilealliance.org), have offered free online tax calculation and e-

filing services to those eligible.  Generally, anyone (or couple filing 

jointly) with an adjusted gross income of $57,000 or less is eligible for 

these free filing services.  Some of the services are only available to 

residents of specific states, while others have other restrictions, but as 

previously stated, the IRS claims that 70% of workers, about 100 mil-

lion people, are eligible for at least one of these free online services.  

Some of the online services also have special arrangements for mili-

tary families, military retirees, students, or retirees.  Most of these 

services only prepare simple tax returns, which may not be appropriate 

for many people.  All of them meet IRS requirements for safety, secu-

rity, accuracy, and privacy, and will electronically file (e-file) the tax 

return with the IRS when completed, providing the fastest possible 

refunds for those receiving them.  Most of these free file services do 

not prepare state income taxes for free, but instead charge a nominal 

fee from $5 to $15 to prepare and e-file (where available) state income 

taxes.  No special tax knowledge is necessary in order to utilize these 

free online services as they use a question-and-answer method to so-

licit appropriate information from the taxpayer, providing explanations 

as they go along.  All of them will make the necessary calculations, 

freeing the individual up from trying to comprehend the massive IRS 

tax tables. 

 

 Among the better known companies offering free online tax prepa-

ration and e-filing is H&R Block, with its "H&R Block At Home 

Free" (www. hrblock.com/online-tax-preparation/free-edition.html).    

This online service is intended only to complete what it calls "simple 

tax returns", which is defined by H&R Block as, "A simple tax return 

excludes self-employment income (Schedule C), capital gains and 

losses (Schedule D), rental and royalty income (Schedule E), farm 

income (Schedule F) and shareholder/partnership income or loss 

(Schedule K-1)."  Taxpayers with any of these forms of income (or 

losses) will have to use one of the commercial products or paid prepar-

ers.  This free online product offers many of the same benefits and 

services as its commercial (paid) counterparts, including H&R Block's 

"Accurate Calculations Guarantee",  and "Worry-free Audit Support".  

The number of IRS forms and schedules that can be completed by this 

free service is arguably the most comprehensive list available in a free 

service.  H&R Block's free online service will complete a 1040EZ, 

1040A, or 1040 as appropriate, along with any additional forms or 

schedules, as determined by a comprehensive and easy to understand 

interview process.  This interview process is somewhat intelligent, in 

(Continued on page 4) 


